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Nulla est alia certo noscendi via, nisi quam plurimas et morborum et 
toring, tam pra, habere et inter se com- 
parare.—Moreaent. De Sed, et Caus, lib, 14, Proemium, 


ST. BARTHOLOMEW’S HOSPITAL. 


DIFFUSED ANEURISM OF THE AXILLARY ARTERY, FOL- 
LOWING THE SUPPOSED REDUCTION OF A 
DISLOCATED HUMERUS. 


(Under the care of Mr. Sky.) 


Dirrerine from almost every other variety of blood tumour, 
a diffused aneurism consists in the presence of blood in the 
areolar tissue, froma rupture of the arterial coats, either by a 
‘spicula of bone, if the case has been one of fracture, or from an 
atheromatous condition of the bloodvessel. The latter is a more 
common cause than might, at first sight, be supposed, and has 
been very lately illustrated by an example occurring in the 
above hospital, of a diffused aneurism of the thigh from a fissure 
in the profunda, which we have briefly recorded in Tuz 
Lancer of the 17th inst., and the sequel of which we give to-day; 
whilst a diffused aneurism of the axillary artery, for which we 
saw Mr. Skey, on.the 19th inst., tie this vessel, in another 
instance, arose from a wound made by a fractured bone. 

These two cases were remarkably obscure in their general 
symptoms, and were invested with a sort of painful interest, 
owing to the rapidity of their occurrence, and the doubt which 
existed as to their true nature. They were such cases, Mr. 
Skey remarked, that might occur to any one. Without en- 
tering into the question of the symptoms generally, we may 
observe, that in neither of these instances were dark-coloured 
or ecchymosed appearances manifest, though usually present in 
a diffused aneurism. There was an absence of pulsation, and 
really very little to guide one in the previous history, unless, 
perhaps, we might except Mr. Skey’s case, as supervening upon 


aninjury. Thetreatment of adiffused aneurism, when made out, 


is clear and decisive. The tumour must be laid open quickly, 
the coagula turned out from the bottom, and the finger placed 


upon that part of the vessel which may appear to be rapidly | had occurred. 


pouring out blood, and then a ligature is to be placed above 
and below it. This excellent practice was recommended by 
Mr. John Bell in 1800, and was adopted by Mr. Skey, 

coms, similar to Mr. Skey’s, is related by 
Sir Astley Cooper, in his work on Dislocations and Fractures. 
her shoulder; the head of the bone in the axilla was readily 
replaced, and she went on perfectly well for many days, when 
the limb enlarged, and dolens of the 
lower extremity. About the t day a ing was per- 
ceived in the axilla, which, for some weeks, slowly Sean io 
size, but unattended by pain, discoloration of the integuments, 
or pulsation. At the end of two mouths the skin became 
changed and ulcerated, and some coagulated blood was from 
day to day discharged. One morning violent he came 
on, and she suddenly expired. The entire axilla was found to 

, and communica ith a rupture posterior 
part of the axillary artery. 

The artery was much diseased, but was believed by Sir Astley 
Cooper not to have been ruptured —— the reduction of 
the dislocation. In this res it strikingly resembles the fol- 
lowing case. The patient, although only fifty-five years of age, 
had a very much older appearance, and, no doubt, earths 
subject of atheromatous disease of the bloodvessels, which at 
ee to have given rise te the fissure in the 


ILIAC ARTERY, FOR A DIFFUSED ANEURISM 
OF THE PROFUNDA FEMORIS. 


(Under the care of Mr. Sranuzy.) 


The interesting case of a su aneurism of the femoral 
, which was briefly ; in our issue of the 17th inst., 


ient’s strength was unremittingly supported by stimulants ; 
t all efforts to save life proved unavailing. 

examination was made on the 14th, anda 

the case was delivered by Mr. Stanley on 

be quite sound. 


axillary ; but it was subsequently proved to depend 
of Such cases as the t are fall of 
inatraction and interest, and fally illustrate the difficulties with 
The patient, three months ago, slipped in walking, and , 
-eight hours afterwards, the overseer nding 
into the union. It was one or two days before she f 
the surgeon, but a dislocation of the shoulder was discov 
— which, with some little difficulty, was reduced. For three 
: complain of pain swelling in the axillary cavity. The latter ie 
was punctured, under the impression that it might be an ab- . 
seess; a discharge took place of two or three ounces of blood, if 
lomew’s Hospital, under the care of Mr. Skey. 
On examination, that gentleman found a large tumour in the 
Fhe presare exerci the veiling the | 
ex 
in brachial, radial, and other arteries, This was on the 
19th If the subels compressed on the 
19th. —If the subclavian was on 
first rib, the s i size. This fact was 
corroborated (Mr. remarked) by his house-surgeon and ' 
another gentleman. is of the nature of the 
swelling seemed to be one of some difficulty, and although the | 
patient was carefully examined, the impression prevailed 
that it was a diffused aneurism, possibly opening into the ' 
shoulder-joint. There were two circumstances which made 
Mr. the swelling. One was, 
that from three to four weeks elapsed since the first ap- 
in the -jomt y i 
of the humerus. The second point was the fcetor arising from 
the wound. These two things, he observed, he would place ; 
against tying the subclavian artery. However, after hearing 
the opinions of his colleagues as to what was the best course ' 
ch‘oroform was given, and the tumour was freely opened. 
examining the condition of the parts in the 
arteries, and other structures, were 
surrounded and permeated by a quantity of coagula' blood f 
and fibrine, of which nearly two pints were taken away. A ' 
small opening was now discovered in the trunk of the axillary | 
was placed above and below it. A very 
quantity of fresh blood was lost considering the nature of i 
the operation. He would express (he said) no opinion as to ’ 
what the result of the case might be. iq 
in an oblique direction at its ur i artery i, 
SEQUEL TO THE CASE OF LIGATURE OF THE EXTERNAL 
—in other words, blood poisoning. The cavity of the diffused 
aneurism was frequently washed out with warm water, and on i 
each occasion was some horribly fectid matter got rid of. The ; 
pa 
t 
The ‘unda was also sound on being traced into the swelling ; 
which had given rise to all the mischief, in pouring out the 
| blood into the tissue, and thus presenting 
a most extensive surface the absorption of putrid matter. ' 
The valves of the heart were diseased, with hypertrophy of { 
| the left ventricle, and it is coats of some of 
the larger bloodvessels we affected with atheroma, which, no 4 
DD 
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ROYAL FREE HOSPITAL. 
LUPUS OF SEVEN YEARS’ STANDING EFFECTUALLY 
CURED. 
(Under the care of Mr. WeEpEen Cooke.) 


‘Next tocancer, the disease we are about to illustrate is, perhaps, 
the most intractable of any that comes under the care of the 
surgeon; and when, as in this case, a cure is effected, it behoves 
us, as chroniclers of the improvements which happily distin- 
guish the present era, carefully to record the facts of the case, 
and earnestly to inquire whether the means which have suc- 
ceeded so well in this instance may or may not be applicable 
in the very many other instances of this disease which come 
under the notice of every practitioner of experience. Who has 
not seen the awful ravages of lupus? Beginning as a small 
pimple or tubercle on the cheek or on the nose, it spreads from 
one part to the other, destroying deeply the structures it at- 
tacks, and ceases not until it has involved the whole nasal 
organ. Many are the plans which have been devised for arrest- 
ing its progress. The applications of arsenic and chloride of 
zinc, no doubt, stay the diseased action for a time; and the 
cod-liver oil, as well as arsenic, administered internally, have 
some beneficial influence: but we believe it is the general ex- 
perience that these have only temporary effects, and that the 
disease returns and progresses in spite of them. If we can 
get to the bottom of the case, then it would seem that we may 


suffered for seven years from lupoid ulcers of the face, nose, 
He had been a patient in the Colchester Hospital, 

in St. George's Hospital. At the time of his saimis. 
sion, the whole face was covered with either the cicatrices of 
old ulcers, or ulcers encrusted and dipping into the muscles 
beneath the skin. The columna nasi was destroyed, and the 
disease was encroachin, “yen the oe The upper lip was 
thickened and ulceration extended up- 
a eyes, Added to these 
ies, deaf, and al presented a 
most pitiable and unsightly appearance. Mr. Cooke ordered 
» meat porter, with green tables; t! wing 
ointment : bichloride of mercury, eight grains ; 


_three times a day as a wash, afterwards covering the 
parts with zinc ointment. 
improving, until August 17th, when he was unela: wit 
all the ulcers entirely healed, the deafness dimini and his 
y, 1857, he again came to town, was i 

the disease having returned on the cheeks and upper lip. The 
@ mon 


again appeared amongst 
 coyee the upper lip and one cheek only being affected with | 
scaly ulce 


an oyster-dredger at the sea, led him to prescribe 
as an antiscorbutic remedy, and, as it turned out, wi 
happiest results. Still, the adjuvant effect of the local 


CLINICAL RECORDS. 


ENCHONDROMA OF THE BIG TOE FOR TWENTY 
YEARS. 

Tue growth of enchondromatous or cartilaginous tumours is 
usually slow; but the period of time varies much, from a few 
to many years. They are common enough about the hands, 
but not so much so on the feet. 

On the 22nd November, Mr. Hilton removed from a woman 
a tumour of this kind, as large as a walnut, which had been 


CYST IN THE BICEPS HUMERL 


THE circumstance of the invasion of the true muscular strue- 
ture by the different kinds of tumours, although by no means 
very rare, is nevertheless of considerable interest. the 10th 


of the cyst were allowed to come ao 
wound being well stuffed with oiled lint at % 

Some six months back Mr. Tatum removed a fibrous tumour 
from the back of a girl’s thigh, situated within the muscle; and 


more recently Mr. Pollock successfully extirpated one from the 
of the 
It is, perhaps, more common to witness the i of 


true muscular structure by disease, than its invasion by hete- 
rologous growths, 


SEVERE BURN OF THE NECK, TREATED BY 
EXTENSION FROM THE BEGINNING. 


On the Sth of November, a little girl, about nine years old, 
was given at Guy’s Hospital, and ar effort was 
made by Mr. Hilton to flex her right arm, which had become 
anchylosed in consequence of a severe burn some two years 
ago. ill his efforts were fruitless, because the union was now 
bony and extremely firm. Her case otherwise was a very 
remarkable and interesting one, from the fact of her com 
recovery from a terrible burn of the whole anterior part of the 


ity whatsoever. 

When admitted into Guy’s after the accident, the destruction 
of the skin was so extensive that the and some of the _ 
muscles of the neck were — the burn extended on- 
wards to the right arm forearm, whilst it occupied each 
side of the neck, involving the external suriaces of both of her 
ears, She was retained in bed for six months ; her head and 


elevated the chin; from its lower part were attached two 
part of the chest, and 
an utter absence of de- 


/ | slowly growing on the inner surface of the left great toe for the 
| period of twenty years, It recurred after the removal, at that 
| sion did not involve the ae. She had experienced no 
| pain, and her general health was good ; but the position of the 
growth now and then caused much inconvenience. It proved 
to be pure euchondroma, without any mixture of bony mate- 
ria], and since the operation the patient has gone on well with- 
out a bad symptom. In certain instances similar tumours have 
increased very rapidly within a few months, but, as a rule, 
their growth is tardy. 
| 
; | of November, a young woman aged about twenty-two years, 
: the subject of a tumour on the anterior part of her arm for 
- —— some months, was submitted to an operation by Mr. Tatum at 
hope for permanent benefit by directing our treatment to the | g¢, George’s Hospital. He cut down upon the growth, which 
; cause of the mischief; and this appears to have been the reason ed to be a distinct cyst developed in the substance of the 
for the success in the case which we now record :— Eicops muscle, aed apparently firmly adherent to the sur- 
Peter F——, aged seventeen, was admitted into the Royal rounding tissue, It was, therefore, not removed entire, but 
Free Hospital, in the first inst 2 ce, on the 14th of May, 1856 its contents were evacuated by cutting it across. The walls 
under the care of Mr. Weeden Cooke. His occupation was 
that of an oyster-dredger, at Maldon, in Essex; and he had 
ee neck and upper part of the chest, sustained two years ago, 
1eCK Were Kept periectiy que an e latter was maintain 
n an extended position by means of a small bag of sand placed 
1 and was, therefore, not admitted, bat placed under the same | at the back of it, She was allowed, however, to sit up to her 
treatment—namely, lemon-juice and fresh green vegetables, | meals. When she left her bed she wore a stock, which gently 
bichloride of mercury lotion, and zine ointment. The cure was 
very rapid, the ulcers huving well cicatrized in less than three 
weeks. His hearing also at this time was very greatly im- 
proved, and his general appearance so altered that he was | formity. The thin cicatrix glides with open ease over 
scarcely recognised as the same unhappy youth who first came | all the subjacent parts, This stock is to be continued for a eee 
: ‘under notice in 1856. sufficient time, to prevent all tendency to contraction. It is 
Mr. Cooke states that there was no sponginess of the gums, of the of. Lind repped to the 
but that the strumous aspect of the lad, and his occupation as | treatment, qpemeneng We extent and severity of the burn, 
th the 
appli- 
cal it of similar y no 1g or overioo in the A example 
ment of similar cases. Per! however, the leaning generally WELL-MARKED is curious : 
is to depend too such epon local, and septoially to the st i 
cations, 662 , into St, George’s The patient was an elderly woman, ‘ 
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who underwent an operation three years ago for the removal 
of the same sort of disease, but it had not now returned in the 
old cicatrix. It formed a considerable-sized tumour of the 
in question, was pendulous, and divided into a series of 
lobes by Sumesees inge-like processes. She was placed under 
the influence of chl rm on the 17th of November, and its 
removal was effected by means of a a its 
This totally prevented any 
morrhage, which, Mr. Tatum observed, was sometimes 
considerable in such cases. The patient is doing well, but mu 
disease remains in the labia and nymphs, the cellular tissue of 
a 
We have already noticed some seven or eight cases of this 
kind in our ‘‘ Mirror,” in all of which the removal of the 
enlarged mass effected a complete cure. 


— 


ON EPILEPSY. 
By ISAAC PIDDUCK, MD. 


As morbid anatomy has thrown little or no light upon the 


nature of this mysterious disease, our attention is of necessity 


directed to the symptoms, in order that we may arrive at a 
rational explanation of the phenomena, and at a successful mode 
of treatment, Thesubjects of idiopathic epilepsy, for the most 
part, are remarkable for the large size and the high tempera- 
ture of the head, indicative of exalted cerebral power and 
activity. 

The symptoms of epilepsy are those of a sudden explosion of 
accumulated nervous energy. From the periodical recurrence 
of the fits, in many cases, it is inferred that the accumulation 
of nervous energy (dynamis neurotica) goes on for a definite 
time in the brain and spinal cord, till at length an explosion 
ensues upon the muscles of voluntary motion, which are thrown 
into violent action, and by this means the accumulation is ex- 
hausted. This explosion is followed by languor, and frequently 
by a state of coma, or prolonged i 1 signs of 
exhausted nervous energy. 

There are two modes of preventing this gradual accumulation 
and sudden explosion of nervous energy, constituting the fits 
of epi —namely, the natural and the artificial. ‘The arti. 
ficial is by the use of those medicinal agents which keep up a 
constant involuntary action of the voluntary muscles, such as 
strychnia internally, and electro-galvanism externally. The 
natural mode is by the constant exercise of the voiuntary 
muscles, By these means the recurrence of epileptic fits may 
be deferred almost for an indefinite period—the next best thing 
toacure. To the artificial mode there must, of course, be a 
limit ; but not to the natural. By cold affusion over the head 
daily, to diminish its heat, and by the administration of 
strychnia, so as to produce a decided twitching of the muscles, 
the fits, of monthly, weekly, daily, and hourly recurrence, have 
been deferred for several months, and the same favourable re- 
sult kas been obtained by electro-galvanism. 

But the most permanent benefit has been obtained by the 
natural method, which is the safest and best. In proof of the 
accuracy of this theory and the success of this practice, the 
cases of three of the greatest tals that ever lived might be 
adduced—Julius Cesar, Napoleon, and the Dukeof Wellington. 
It was in the later periods of their lives, after their active career 
was ended, that these giants of nervous energy became the 
subjects of Piles: In the case of our own great Duke, the 
recurrence the fits was prevented by his temperance in living, 
by the activity and simplicity of his habits, by the multiplicity 
of his avocations, and by the hardihood of his amusements and 

nits. 
PwThe of the Duke of Wellington is 


imitation of epileptics who are desirous of en im 
from the fits, 


for the 


death is the effect, and not the cause, of the parox there 


is little doubt. It is uponthe principle of rousing the dormant 
nervous energy, and ing its: that some of 
the remedies said to be in the cure of epilepsy have 


operated, such as drinking the warm blood of a slain gladiator, 
—a miserable remedy, only rendered tolerable by a more mise- 
rable disease,*—being stroked by the hand of a criminal im- 
mediately after execution, swallowing live spiders, &c. 

Upon the same principle, ged hysteria, which, in 
some cases, so closely resemble those of epilepsy as with diffi- 
culty to be diagnosed, are frequently prevented—namely, by 
making an impression wu: the nervous system thro the 
medium of the mind or body, by which the patient is roused 
into activity and consequent expenditure of the nervous energy. 

As ia is advised for a remedy in epilepsy, it may be a 

u against its poi ion in an overdose, to 
mention that camphor is the ap i 
This fact was communicated 
lished in Tue Lancer. He is induced to mention it again in 
consequence of a case of poisoning by nux vomica recorded in 
that journal for Oct. 22nd, commencing with this statement : 

f possess no antidote ;” again, speaking of 
poisoning by strychnia, —‘‘ There is no remedy for it.” Cam- 
phor, in five-grain doses, dissolved in mucilage, puts a stop to 
the tetanic spasms, and gives time for the action of the stomach- 
pump or emetics, if there is reason to believe that any of the 
poison is retained. 

Montague-street, Russell-square, Dec. 1859. 


FATAL OBSTRUCTION OF THE BOWEL 
BY MECONIUM. 


By GEORGE R. BARNES, Ese., M.R.C.S., Cheshire. 


On the morning of the 25th ult., I was called to attend Mrs. 
R——,, who was in labour of her second child. The case was 
a natural presentation, and the labour easy. On the birth of 
the child, the funis was found around the neck, as well as the 
arm and thigh of the ing side. Respiration was 
fully established in three or four minutes after birth. The 
infant was above the average size, weil developed in every re- 
spect, and, to all appearance, strong and healthy. Nothing 
extraordinary occurred to attract attention during the first 
twenty-four hours. It had been applied to the breast, and 
sucked well. At the end of this time it was noticed to be 
sick, although actual vomiting did not occur, and little heed 
was taken of this symptom by the mother or nurse. 


symptoms being t, I ordered a teaspoonful of castor oil 
ministered In the ovenin of the same day a mes- 
senger arrived, saying that the child was much worse; that it 
lieved dying. I visited it as quickly as , and found it 
on the nurse's lap ; limbs quite ; surface below the 
natural temperature; a dark-coloured fluid being ejected from 
the mouth and nostrils at short intervals. The abdomen was 


was repeated with the same effect. A warm bath had been 
viously employed. The child was evidently sinking, and 


deep lividity over entire ; putrefactive process com- 
tothe of the chest or pericardium ; 
healthy ; coronary vessels turgid; heart, right side, dis- 


| 
| 
| 
i 
| 
On my visit the morning of the day following its birth, this : ’ 
circumstance was mentioned, and also the fact that no stool | } 
‘ol largely distended and tympanitic, pressing up the diaphragm, 
interfering with respiration, which was short and inter- 
| mitting. I — immediately a grain of calomel, and injected 
| two ounces of warm water per rectum. pe trae | 
returned without bringing away more than a plug of mucus. 
} | two hours afterwards—-under forty-eight hours from the time ; 
) of its birth. I was anxious to know what condition had given 
; rise to these symptoms, having concluded, in my own mind, 
that they were owing to occlusion of some portion of the canal. 
I requested an exammation, which was granted. 
' a y Sectio cadaveris, twelve hours after death.—Rigidity slight ; 
e 
confinement of insane epileptics in asylume, though in many ; 
cases for the sake of others, is highly prejudicial to | : 
the patients themedives, (unless accompanied by hard labour,) wi uid, dark, grumous ; ductus arteriosus con - i : 
as leading to a life of inactivity, which favours the recurrence | tracted; abdomen, the whole length of the small intestine. ‘ 
of the fits. That the cerebral disease found in some cases after | much distended, partly with flatus, partly with a dark, fluid 
matter; stomach: but pale; duodenum intensely con- 
ie extent, very little softened ; ileum 
distended than the portions of bowel above. For three to 
7 
| 
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four inches upwards from the ileo-cwcal valve the contents of 
bowel solid, with difficulty protruded from the canal, Imme- 
diately at the ileo-cecal orifice was a mass as large as a walnut. 
Not a particle of contents in the large intestine, which was 
pale, and shrunk to about the size of the stem of a tobacco- 
pipe. The ileo-cecal valve of normal dimensions, The liver 
and kidneys healthy. 

Evidently, then, from the symptoms during life, and the 
post-mortem examination, death took place from the impaction 
of solid contents in the small bowel, immediately in t of 
the ileo-cwcal orifice, No opportunity was given for the em- 


ae eery of active measures, collapse occu so speedily. 
early a stage of existence. 

Dukinfield, Dec, 1859. 


A NEW PRINCIPLE OF TREATMENT AND 
APPARATUS FOR VESICO-VAGINAL 
FISTULA. 


By ROBERT BATTEY, M.D., Georgia, U.S. 


I wisn to lay before the readers of Toe Lancet my modi- 
fications of treatment for vesico-vaginal fistula. I propose to 
introduce a principle believed to be new in the management of 
this infirmity—viz., direct pressure upon the approximated 
edges of the fistula; and also to adopt a new form of apparatus, 
of simple construction, combining the compress and splint, by 
which means, it is believed, that cases of special difficulty can 
be treated with a certainty of success, in the first operation, 
not heretofore attainable. 

The combined compress and splint shown (Fig. 1), is made 


Fic. 1. 


2.8. © 


Full size. 


of sheet lead, of such thickness as to be flexible and easily 
adapted to the vaginal curve, and firm enough to retain the 
form given to it. It is prepared in strips of a convenient 
length, and usually five-sixteenths of an inch in width, or 

ider if ired i special case. At a distance of, say 
one-sixteen m either edge of the strip, faint 
i of three-sixteenths of 


~ 


Operation.—The edges 
as heretofore 


easy access to the 
bevelled to a dull 


3 exhibits the fistula ny turned up, 

a full view of the approximated edges, the a 

y assure himself that his work is as perfect as he desi 
splint is now turned down, and the wooden spatula con- 


extremity, and 


Fig, 2. 


Fie, 3. 


Placing the scalpel-handle 
ft inte the motch inthe aplint aed 
the splint, as shown in suture No. 1 
splint (Fig. 4); seize the distal end of 
and bring it forwards around the loop 


hold of the forceps, make traction u 
and we have the two loops léwaly ta 
suture No. 3; now seizing the wire 
reg: secure twist (suture 
the 
suture No. 5. 

Fis, 4. 


| 


the wire with th 


the other side, as shown in suture No. 2; 


at 
No. 
ends, turn down the twist as shown in” 


3 


this point, clamp 
4), and, cutting 


La] 


Fall size. 


is executed with ease and 
a wire run into the tableclo‘ 


The advantages proposed to be gained 
The com u 


and, a water-tight 
the 1 of urine, while no 


3 hence ensures 


pon the approximated 


The manipulation is more simple than the descripti 


the friction will hold it quite securely. 


——— 
. 
Half size. Shows the sutures in Half size. The has been close 
the wooden to the _ wires, while is ased 
— proximal lip of the fistula. by means of the spatula, 
under the wi 
i h the wire on 
upon the right 
q | 
an inch by similar lines, running transversely. The bar is now 
patios, with holes upon the one side, and notched with a 
very fine saw upon the other, as shown in the drawi A . 
piece of proper length is cut off, and smoothed with the Knife, 
when required. 
are pared, and the sutures introduced 
e needle paelly three-eighths of an | 
inch from the pared surface. When the tension upon the ; A i 
tissues is very great, it is desirable to take deeper hold, and ; _ a , 
increase a little the width of the splint. It is always desirable 
to bring out the needle at the edge of the vesical mucous mem- nh ¥ ' " 
brane, including in the stitch as much as possible of connective F 
tissue. As the wires are introduced they are passed through > ’ 4 
the holes in the splint, and secured by perforated shot, leaving 
an inch or more of free end, the splint being held up against 
the speculum, out of the way of the peepee. Holding the 
splint in one hand, with the other tighten the wires, giving an : 
al tension to each, and draw down the splint le ay the pos- —— 
oe If traction be now made upon the 
povestred § that a remarkable power is had to eT and 
vagina uterus, givi ldity atter ttle practice upon 
aloo, thin. If there be much tension upon 
ced under the suture wires (see Fig. 2), and pressed | the tissues, and difficulty be encountered in retaining the wire 
equally-marked power for carrying up the anterior | in the splint notch until the twist can be made, the notch 
: ing the fistulous opening. should be closed upon the wire by pinching the edge of the 
splint with strong forceps. This trouble may usually be 
avoided b the wire 
mai closely, whines 
Th 
fided to an assistant, who the parts in firm apposition 
while the operator secures the wires, as represented in Fig. 4, 
For this purpose a slender bit of wood, or the handle of an 
ordinary ny po with a small notch cut in the 
@ long pair of artery be convenien' 
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2. The compress directly hastens adhesive union, by bringing 
the surfaces with more certainty into firm and even contact. 

3. The opportunity afforded of viewing the parts up to the 

int of final and sati closure, is as complete as could 


desired, 
wer of the apparatus for bringing down the vagina, 


4. The 
and for closing the opening, when there is loss of sub- 


rence sad of ond this Mangus the 
The the rest, ts the uri 
5. The splint keeping the parts at prevents urine 

being drawn through vetween the sutures by capillary force, 

formed. 


6. The adaptation of this apparatus to recto-vaginal fistula, 
ruptured perineum, and ans 00 hare-lip, is too obvious to 
require special comment. 


Medical Societies. 
PATHOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF LONDON. 
Mr, Fereussoy, Prestpent. 


Dr. Witks exhibited the following specimens :— 
I.—A PEDUNCULATED LIPOMA, WEIGHING NEARLY 
THIRTY POUNDS, 

{sent to him by Mr. Burgess, of Glastonbury, with the follow- 
ing Boden hah man, ninety-four years of age, discovered 
about fifty years since a tumour growing on his neck ; 
this gradually increased in size, but he would not allow of its 
removal. In 1825, it became very irksome from its size, when 
es Se and it is stated that the sur- 
ps ay its removal dangerous. Since that time it has 

wly increased, and caused the patient great suffering from 
its dragging and weight, and preventing his turning in bed 
without assistance. He at last died at a great age, and the 
tumour was then removed, and found to have only slight 
attachments to the neck. It consisted wholly of fat. 

Il.-—-MALFORMATION OF THE HEART, 

(exhibited for Dr. Whitley.) The specimen was an uncommon 
one, from its having no trace of disease about it, as is seen ir 
most cases of malformation, and which had suggested an intra- 
uterine endocarditis as a cause; but here the condition was 
one rather of arrest of development, there being a large com- 
munication between the ing aorta and pulmonary artery: 
the former vessel was small ; the latter large, denoting that the 
arterial blood had i tothe lung. The child from whom 
this was taken was bronght to Dr. Whitley at the Surrey Dis- 
pensary, with dyspnea and a loud systolic bruit at the base of 
the heart ; it soon afterwards had dropsy and died. 
EXTENSIVE LACERATION OF THE ASCENDING AORTA. 

(This case occurred ia the practice of Mr. E. H. Galton, 
jun., Brighton, and wi:0 gave the following hi ):—The 
patient, a hard-working woman, sixty-two, been in 
tolerable health until four days before death, when she was 
seized with what was called a fit ; she recovered from this, but 
remained ailing, with no manifest chest symptoms, when she 
died suddenly. The pericardiam was found of blood, which 
had escaped from a rent in the aorta, and on opening this 
vessel, the internal and middle coats were found hanging in 
shreds into the interior, and completely separated from the 
external, which bagged outwards, and thus left a space be- 
tween them. There were two transverse rents, measuring one 
inch and three-quarters, and two inches and a half ively, 
and also a vertical one, all proceeding from the same point. 
is thus probable that four days before death a slight rent 
eccurred, and that blood then became effused between the 
coats, and that after this a slow laceration of the internal and 
middie coats went on until the external sac at last burst. 


Foreign Department. 


STRANGULATED HERNIA, TREATED BY FORCED AND 
PROLONGED. TAxIs. 

Tr has generally been held that forcible taxis, carried on for 
some time, may give rise to severe inflammation and even 
rupture of bowel ; hence we were not a little ised to see 
forcible taxis carried out and advised by M. in, of Paris, 
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u 
who, in a paper 
the following facts :— 

Out of 85 patients seen 
self by the taxis, the latter 


the experience of the author. 
of Medici id j 
M. Gosselin, he treated 35 him- 
mostly forced and carried on 
these cases of st 


cessfully operated on; one was neither reduced nor operated on 
from the refusal of the patient ; and in one case death took place 
from perforation after reduction, although the bowel tary een 
gulated only eleven hours. In this case the knuckle in- 

a of mesentery. All the cases of umbilical 


occurs more quickly. 
ually uses 
even calls an 


readily concede that gentle and continued pressure should be 
used to expel the gases and fluid which may be in the sac or 
bowel, and that the efforts should be continued, without force, 
provided we are quite sure we are pressing in the right direc- 
tion, and that no large piece of omentum is blocking up the 
way ; but the combined forcing of two individuals is repugnant 
to sound surgery, and reminds one of the Eastern midwives, 
who jump on the abdomen of the parturient woman to hasten 


delivery. 


PASTEBOARD SPLINTS IN FRACTURES, 
GALLIC ACID IN PURPURA HZ MORRHAGICA. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srm,—I crave a space in your columns in which to record 

my experience in the use of the above remedial eet. 
e time of medical practitioners is so occupied by the daily 

routine of business, and their anxieties are so many, that we 
can scarcely wonder that records of their practice are scarce ; 
and it must be on this account that Mr. Acton exhibited these 
splints as something new, and also that Mr. Whalley says 
(vide Tue Lancer of Dec. 10th) he “has not been able to 
ascertain that gallic acid had before been administered under 
similar circumstances.” 

Ten years ago (when house-surgeon to a public institution), 
I found the ordi leather, used for boot-sules, very useful in 
fractures. It was, however, expensive, and somewhat difficult 
of application. I then adopted the common milJboard, and 
never saw it fail. My plan was and 
keep it gently in position by means of a light ban ; then to 
cat ont the shape of the limb in paper, and transfer this to the 
millboard. This latter, having been well soaked in hot water, 
was moulded around the fractured limb, and bandaged over. 
The arm or leg required placing on a wood splint until the 
millboard was dry. Provi no swelling ensued, in two or 
three days the bandage was saturated with starch, and very 
shortly the whole formed a hard, light case. Splints of this 
material, and of all sizes and shapes, were e and kept 
ready for use, by using sound persons as models. , 

With reference to the use of gallic acid in purpura hemor- 
rhagica, I have given it repeatedly, and in very severe cases, 
I have not met with a single failure, either in this or any other 
kind of hemorrhage; and I have not, for some years, had re- 
course to the acetate of lead. My method of giving it is this: 
To one drachm of the acid, add a small quantity of boiling 
water for the of solution; make up the mixture to 
eight ounces; and, in acute hemorrhage, give one ounce, every 
hour, until there is a cessation, In purpura, this dose may be 
given every six or eight hours, and steadily continued. These 
quantities may be administered to any patient above the age 
of ten years. When the hemorrhagic tendency grows less, I 
think Mr. Whailey’s treatment most judicious—viz., the ex- 
hibition of the tincture of sesquichloride of iron, and I have con- 
stantly adopted it.—I am, Sir, your it servant, 


hi 
| | 
from twenty to sixty minutes, t 
hernia, 19 were inguinal, 13 crural, and 3 umbilical. Out of : 
the 19 cases of inguinal hernia, 17 were reduced rapidly, and 
without any untoward circumstances ; and 2 resisted the pasa ! 
and were subjected to operation. Out of the 13 cases of i 
hernia, 5 were reduced ; 4 remained unreduced, and were suc- 
ernia were redu The strangulation in the inguinal herniz 
Eee had lasted from twelve to seventy hours, and from twelve to j 
thirty-six hours in the crural herni#, The latter, according i 
to the author, should not be subjected to the taxis so late as ' 
the inguinal herni, as 
M. begins ‘the 
force, leans his whole body on ' 
assistant to his aid, four hands being then forcibly appliec i 
the tumour. continued as i 
long as fifty minutes, given up only when it was plain that 
Although author n — y su we con- 
| sider that the forced taxis cannot be erected intoarule. We 4 
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SOMETHING UPON QUACKERY. 
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Twat huge leviathan of mind and body, Dr. Samugt Joun- 
SON, it is well known, exhibited some remarkable eccentricities, 
by which he amused the world. Amongst these were his cus- 
toms of touching, as he walked homewards, all the street posts 
which in his time lined the way from Charing-cross to Fleet- 
street—retracing his steps if by accident he missed one; and 
of ridiculing the idea of medical men supposing that they could 
arrive at any notion of the state of ‘the human system by feel- 
ing a patient’s pulse. But such peculiarities did not worry 
any one; there lay not in them any hidden mysteries by 
which his. friends’ curiosity was excited. They were strange, 
perhaps somewhat childish; but not in amy way more ex- 
citing than the belief that there were probably ghosts in 
Scotland, but certainly no trees. But there was one strange 
habit Dr. Jonnson had which, though silently and unob- 
trusively performed, served as a complete ‘‘thorn in the 
flesh” to that well-known individual, Mr. James BoswE.1; 
in so far as, do all he could, he was unable to fathom its 
meaning. To posterity he was going to bequeath his unique 
collection of Johnsoniana, and it behoved him to unravel the 
mystery of this most extraordinary of its items, But what 
was ‘his eccentric custom of Dr. Jomnson ? asks the reader. 
We must remind him that it was this: the chief of lexico- 
graphers picked up all the bits of orange-peel he could find, 
and dropped them with an air of much seriousness into his 
capacious pockets. Now for what could this be? There 
must exist some great purpose in it. Society had re- 
marked upon the strangeness, and Boswett felt he must 
explain the mystery. He waited for an opportunity. It came; 
and “ Why,” said he to Jounson, when, one day, more affable 
than usual—‘‘ Why, may I ask, do you collect bits of orange- 
peel?’ *‘* That,” said Jounson—laying emphasis on the word, 
that, sir, I will tell to no man.” But if:te Bozzy was not 
given the interpretation of the riddle, to another it was; so 
the world has been able to satisfy its curios‘ty. A sort of 
housekeeper of Jounson divulged the secret that the latter was 
in the habit of making a stomachic beverage with the rind in 
question! No doubt that, when BoswxLt and the world 
first learned this, the explanation of the wonder, it was re- 
ceived with ridicule, So long as there was something unknown 
or hidden about the matter, they regarded the collection of 
scraps of orange-peel, when performed with gravity, as of 
great import and significance; but when the why and the 
wherefore became apparent, they were forced to confess that 
they had been ‘‘ taken in.” 

“ Parturiunt montes et nascitur ridiculus mus.” 

But this was more their own fault than Jounson’s. To get 
at the secret, and then to ridicule it, and this when heaven and 
earth had been moved for its attainment, was not just, we 
maintain, towards its illustrious founder. The truth is, how- 
ever, that Dr. Jomnson’s little mystery presented the same 
allurements to 6: ro\\o as quackery too often does, and in re- 
gard to which the saying is too true—that 

“ Omne ignotum pro magnifico !” 
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When an advertising scoundrel announces that he can cure a 
deafness of twenty years’ duration in a few minutes, he is sure 
of having a certain number of victims, if he will only charge 
high for his nostrum, and not let them know the nature of it. 
Some jugglery having been performed with an ear speculum, 
&c., and plates of cold steel on the nape of the neck, the poor 
fool of a patient is dismissed with a bottle, from which he is 
carefally to drop something into his ear directly he gets home 
—out of the cold air!—and lo! he will hear as well as ever! 
He will return once and again for these wonders, and pay 
his guineas. But as, of course, he still remaius deaf, he gets 
at last suspicious, and at length discovers that he has been 
paying at the rate of a guinea an ounce for a mixture of sul- 
phate of zinc and human urine! 

Upon the same principle, a man has only to repeatedly 
assure the public that he has imported from Arabia, Abyssinia, 
or some outlandish place, a health-restoring food, which ren- 
ders the physician useless and drugs unnecessary—which raises 
the consumptive from his couch, and restores motion to the 
paralysed—and he will find ample market for his wondrous 
commodity, if he will sell it at a high price in ‘‘ sealed 
canisters,” and not let the public know what it is. All his 
energies must be directed to the point that it shall not discover 
that the new diet is only a meal flour of ground-up horse- 
beans and pigeon-peas! Like Jounson’s stomachic beverage, 
it would then only laugh at it when it recollected the orange- 
peel. Unhesitating effrontery as to what can be done, and 
mystery and seerecy as to how it is effected, are two of the 
trump cards in the hands of the charlatan, There is another, 
also, that he is fond of playing—it is this: not merely to tell 
lies, but to select in particular the ‘‘ religious press” as the 
medium for diffusing them. ‘ Put money in thy purse” seems 
to be the only thing thought of both by the quack and the 
publisher, and thus between them proving the justness of 
the sarcasm concerning ‘‘that press which, though professing 
‘* to diffuse the maxims of mercy and love—‘the medicine of a 
* mind diseased’—yet scruples not to disseminate in the same 
“ pages the murderous mischiefs of the quack, for the sake of 
‘* participating in the plunder.” We are assured that it isa 
fact very well known to the whole tribe of charlatans, that 
advertisements in a religious publication are invariably pro- 
ductive of a larger consumption than those announced by any 
other organ. The explanation of the matter we do not choose 
to enter upon, but the reader may take our word for it that it 
would fully prove quackery to be, par excellence, 


“the art of seeing through 
‘Those who're not sharp enough to see through you.” 


From the great professors in this department of the art 
of humbug spring the half-medical, half-clerical quacks—a 
mongrel set, well illustrated by some known advertisers, In- 
stead of revelling in rings, chains, and gold studs, inexhaustible 
hair-oil, and a pony phaeton, these amici delectissimi wear 
white neckerchiefs and sober suits of black, They are some- 
thing of the Cuappanp and PscxsnirF style, oily, with a large 
expanse or Pacific Ocean of clean-shaved double chin. These 
gentlemen—if we may be allowed a Transatlantic metaphor— 
go upon the high moral ticket—they do. They practise solely 
from benevolence. Being possessed, as they tell us, of a wonder- 
ful and infallible remedy for nervousness, epilepsy, neuralgia, 
sleep comfortably in their beds—if they withheld it any longer 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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SUICIDE, AND ABUSE. OF THE, PLEA.OF INSANITY. 1859. 


equally benevolent of them will send the prescription for a few 
stamps ; whilst those bold enough to ‘“‘do the whole ticket’ 
offer to receive patients into their houses, binding them at the 
same time by a solemn promise not to reveal the grand secret 
of their cure. One of these grand secrets we have had disclosed 
to us by Dr. Riper, (‘‘ Health and Disease, their Laws,” &c.,) 
on the authority of a patient, who underwent the process, and 
in his disgust at its failure made it known. It “ is nothing 
“ more nor less than holding the head of the sufferer under the 
“pump from fifteen to twenty times a day for five minutes toge- 
“* ther—this pumping being taken in connexion with a preach- 
“ment and family prayers, and bed at nine o’clock” ! (op. cit.) 

Hetvertivus has said, that man is born ignorant, but not a 
fool, and that it is no easy matter to make him one. Be this 
as it may, he is either constantly born a knave, or else it is a 
very easy matter to make him one. Arrived at this pitch, the 
most lucrative trade he can follow he has found to be that in 
which he trafficks with the hopes and fears of his fellow-mortals. 
Let him play with these well, and he finds that not ignorant 
people merely, but men apparently of common sense and judg- 
ment can be induced to rely upon the absard and falla- 
cious promises. Only let us be got to wish a thing, and 
straightway we believe it: the fidelity of a woman, the 
truth of a sycophant, and the candonr of a flatterer. 

Dr. Mitumeen (‘‘ Curiosities of Medical Experience”) has 
suggested, for the benefit of future charlatans, the establish- 
ment of “a regular College of Quackery,” where the errors 
of mankind might be studied, and pupils taught to avail them- 
selves of their follies as a future vocation; where a more per- 
fect knowledge of the world might be acquired than in all 
the universities of Europe. Had such formerly existed, Car- 
dinal pu Pexrox, who, in a long homily, convinced his sove- 
reign, Hewry IIL, of the existence of a Gop, and afterwards 
informed him that he would prove the contrary if it could 
as its proper chancellor, 


Ir is a reproach not seldom levelled against the practitioners 
of medicine, by members of the legal profession, by the gene- 
ral press, and therefore taken up by the public, that the former 
are too apt to interpose the special interpretations of patho- 
logical science between the criminal and the punishment that 
is his due. We are accused of yielding overmuch to the bias 
of our profession, and of endangering the safety of society by 


It is not our purpose now to discuss this large and intricate 
question. We would simply urge that the most fitting occa- 
sions for the examination of this subject are those when par- 
ticular instances of disputed responsibility arise. We now de- 
sire to invite attention to a phase of this question in which the 
general public has far outstripped any supposed excess of the 
medical profession in this respect. We, it is said, protect the 
criminal whose offences are aimed against his neighbours; the 
It is a growing habit amongst juries, in eases of suicide, to 
bring in a verdict affirming that the act was committed under 
the influence of insanity, If the debatable doctrine of ‘‘ tem- 
porary insanity” have anywhere obtained a recognised applica- 


tion in our system of jurisprudence, we owe it to the lax 
practice of juries in cases of suicide. No one seems to think it 
worth while to question the justice or policy of this practice. 
It is concluded—a hasty conclusion it is—that, in the case of a 
suicide, no harm can arise from declaring that act to be a 
manifestation of disease which, in its very nature, removes the 
perpetrator from the eye of the law, and the most disastrous 
consequences of which begin and end with himself. But here, 
as elsewhere, there is danger whenever we depart from first 
principles; and it may be useful to point out how that danger 
may arise. It must be granted that the insanity covers the 
act by which self-murder is attempted. The accident of death 
or recovery following upon the attempt makes no difference. 
It is even true that about one-half of the attempts at suicide 
fail. Now, if it be suffered to become a general rule to declare 
suicidists insane, we cannot refuse to admit the like plea in 
cases where the attempt has been made unsuccessfully. Sup- 
pose a man steeped in crime, and feeling the hand of justice 
upon him : he has but to simulate an attempt at suicide in order 
to turn the wrath of society into compassion. 

It therefore becomes an imperative duty te watch with vigi- 
lance the tendency to abuse the plea of insanity, not alone in 
cases of crime against others, but also im cases of suicide. An 
instance has recently occurred, which affords an almost demon- 
strative proof of the abuse of this plea. A short time since, 
two young people, who had formed an illicit connexion, de- 
stroyed themselves by taking poison together. The verdict, 
almost as a matter of course, was, ‘‘ Death by poison taken 
whilst of unsound mind.” A fiction extorted from mistaken 
pity is thus made to veil the crime, and, as it were, to ex- 
cuse it, If any one will reflect upon these cases of joint 
suicide, he can hardly fail to find in them evidence of the 
action of sane and responsible beings. It is possible, in 
some cases even highly probable, that one of the parties 
was insane; but it is in the highest degree improbable that 
both were insane. The law of probabilities is palpably 
against the hypothesis of two insane persons concurring to 
commit suicide in companionship. Cases of this kind are 
well known to be more common in France than with us. 
Generally it is two lovers who, under the dread of shamit, or 
despair of overcoming obstacles to the gratification of their 
passion, seek this mode of extrication from their position. We 
can readily imagine that one of the parties was really insane, 
and bringing to bear the energy of greater passion and a more 
dominating will upon his weaker and more plastic companion, 
may have fascinated her into compliance with his scheme. But 
we can hardly carry hypothesis farther. One of the parties was 
legally and morally of sound mind, and therefore responsible, 
We have, then, in this instance a clear example of a jury con- 
founding folly, vice, and crime with disease. Such an example 
deserves to fix the serious attention of the public, and espe- 
cially of the legal profession. Distinct evidence of insanity 
should in every case of suicide be insisted upon, and never 
should the act itself be admitted as conclusive evidence of in- 
sanity. 


Epirxsvren Oxstetnicat Socrery.—At the election 
meeting, held on the 14th inst., the following gentlemen were 
elected office-bearers :— President Alexander Keiller, M. D.— 
Vice- Presidents ; T, Graham Weir, M.D.; Geo. 8. Keith, M.D. 


ies: i R. Simpson, 


from their suffering fellow-mortals, ‘The more ardent but | = 
‘ 
| | 
setting up the lunatic asylum in opposition to the gallows and ’ 
the gral. 
| 
| 
; Treasurer: Jas. y, M.D. 
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Medical Annotations. 
“Ne quid nimis,”’ 
JOHN HUNTER’S MS. ON GEOLOGY. 

Tue College of Surgeons has recently published a curious 
and interesting manuscript by Hunter on Geology. We 
regret to see the reason assigned by the Council for its delay. 
It would appear (if we read their statement aright) to have 
been confided to Professor Owen when the formation of the 
** Catalogue of Fossils” was entrusted to that gentleman as 
Curator of the Museum; and the Council now state that he 
kept it from their knowledge until the third and final volume 
of that catalogue was printed, when it was too late to publish 
it in its proper place, after which he made it the subject of a 
lecture as Hunterian Professor in 1856. 

We have read with surprise the passage we shall presently 
quote. _ The above is the only interpretation to be placed upon 
it. We presume, however, that the Council must have called 
upon their curator and professor for au explanation of this 
breach of confidence (for such it would appear to be) imme- 
diately after they had been thus taken by surprise. But, in 
that case, why the delay of so many years in giving to the 
scientific world a document which they justly characterize as 
of so much value and importance ? 

The paragraph, from the Preface by the Council of the Col- 
lege, implying or insinuating the above charge, is as follows :— 

** This manuscript, on which Mr. Hunter had bestowed so 
much thought and labour to within a short time of his death, 
revising and correcting it from time to time, was not prefixed, 
as he had intended, to the e of his Collection of Fossils, 
and is neither mentioned nor alluded to in either of the three 
volumes jof Catalogue of the Fossil og 
Remains’ in useum, published respectively in 

“*It is to it was not 
the notice gither of the Museum Committee or Pg Council 
of the College. The attention of the Council was, however, 
unexpectedly drawn to it in 1856, when it was read from the 
chair by the then Hunterian Professor.” 

We trust that Professor Owen may be able to offer a satis- 
factory reply to this charge publicly preferred by the important 
professional body whom he formerly served, and, we must add, 
has done so much service to, in his scientific capacities as 
Hunterian Professor and Curator of the Hunterian Museum. 


BUREAUCRATIC OPPRESSION AND IRISH 
INDEPENDENCE. 

A very remarkable and important meeting of the Irish 
Medical Association has been lately held at the Limerick 
Junction. It was convened by Dr, Mackessy, president of 
the Association, for the purpose of taking into consideration 
the amendments required in ths Medical Charities (Ireland) 
Act, and the Poor-law proceedings relative to Dr. Wall’s case. 
It was one of the largest and most influential meetings of 
medical practitioners which has ever been held in [reland. 

The conduct of the Poor-law Commissioners in Dr. Wall’s 
case has been marked by oppressive severity and despotic dic- 
tation, such as could not be tolerated even if the object of their 
displeasare had justly incurred censure; it is altogether intole- 
rable with regard to this gentleman, whose conduct in office 
has earned for him the respect and esteem of the Board of 
Guardians of his union, no less than of his medical brethren. 
Dr. Wall was charged with error or neglect in the treatment of 
@ young man who received, in January last, a compound com- 
minuted fracture of the leg, extending into the knee-joint. 
His friends positively refused to permit amputation, and he 
died thirty hours after admission into the Dunmanway Union 
Hospital, but not without receiving three visits from Dr. Wall 
and the close attention ‘Sa ‘Upon this 


monstrous charge Dr. Wall was called upon by the Commis- 
sioners to resign. He did so, and was re-elected by the Board 
of Guardians in April. They bore strong testimony to his 
kindness, attention, and efficiency during five years’ connexion 
with the union and dispensary as workhouse medical officer. 
The Commissioners again called for Dr, Wall's resignation 
(May 3lst): the Guardians unanimously remonstrated, ap- 
pending a like remonstrance from the medical profession of 
the county and city of Cork. Nevertheless he resigned. In 
July the Guardians informed the Commissioners that no 
candidate having offered for Dr. Wall’s appointment (to the 
great honour of the profession, be it said), they had been 
obliged to request him to continue his services. The Commis- 
sioners, in reply, issued a “‘ sealed order” for the removal of 
Dr. Wall, and declared that they were ready to increase the 
salary to such amount as might be necessary to obtain candi- 
dates, or to fill the situation by sending their own nominee 
from Dublin, should local candidates not offer. They omitted 
to send their nominee; the hospital was left without medical 
attendance, and one of the patients, who was seriously ill, died, 
without its being possible to afford him medical care. The 
Guardians were again obliged to ask Dr. Wall to take 

of the hospital until the Commissioners fulfilled their threat of 
sending a successor. They communicated with the Commis- 
sioners, informing them of this state of things, and begging 
them to reconsider Sr. Wall's case. The Commissioners then 
sent down a person to fill that gentleman’s place, at a salary 
of a guinea a day, with travelling expenses, to be defrayed 
from the poor-rates. Dr, Wall’s salary had been £60 a year. 
These proceedings display a superlative bureaucratic insolence, 
which only needed to be tempered with wrong thoroughly to 
arouse the indignation of every class of persons, Guardians and 
and dogged spirit of persecution which disgrace the conduct of 
the Commissioners in this case. At the meeting of the Asso- 
ciation, deputations were present from the societies of both the 
north and the south of Ireland. Resolutions were unanimously 
passed expressive of the indignation of the meeting at an inti- 
midating letter on the subject, addressed by the Commissioners 
to the chairman of the Medical Association of Ireland, which 
was designated as ‘‘an insult offered to the whole profession,” 
In this letter medical officers were prohibited, under menace, 
from making any remarks on the affairs of any other district 
than their own. The threat thus officially conveyed is un- 
worthy of any public board, and a flagrant breach of official 
propriety. This important meeting manifested a unanimous 
determination to maintain the honour and independence of 


their calling; and we do not doubt that the further proceed- 
ings of the committee appointed will be marked by firmness 
and moderation. 


FAILURE OF HYPNOTISM. 

Tue excitement produced by the introduction of Dr. Braid’s 
method of hypnotism into Paris, as a proceeding applicable to 
the operative purposes of surgery, is likely to end in the flat- 
test ion, as we predicted. The successes have been 
less striking, and the failures more numerous, than we ex- 
pected. Experiments have been made on a very large scale 
in nearly all the hospital establishments of Paris. It has been 
clearly proved that only women are affected, except in un- 
usual instances. As regards the male sex, the question is 
judged. With females, the results are variable, imperfect, and 
practically useless to surgery. A well-arranged series of trials 
was carried out by Drs. Demarquay and Giraud Teulon, in 
fifteen cases. The temperament of the patients, and the 
results, are very impartially related. It is worth while to 
analyze these cases; the patients were all females, the ma- 
jority having (cancerous) affection of the uterus. The result 
was, in No. 1, catalepsy without anwsthesia; 2, no results; 
3, no results; 4, hysteria, with exaggeration of the sen- 
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sibility; 5, muscular relaxation, sensibility still continuing; 
6, no results; 7, no results; 8, anesthesia; 9 and 10, no 
results; 11, slight bewilderment — ‘‘ experienced during 
the trial voluptuous sensations;” 12 and 13, no results; 14, 
fell asleep—awoke and cried out when pricked with a pin; 
15, anesthesia, So that, out of fifteen females, there were 
two in whom anesthesia was produced. But this is neither 
profound nor lasting. A noise, or the movement of the object 
before the eye, is sufficient to interrupt the process, Mean- 
time, it is evident that all the forms of abnormality which may 
be induced by thus forcing the vision are not thoroughly 
known. Enough is seen to demonstrate that the i 
can have no surgical value, and that the results attributed to 
“mesmerism,” ‘‘ animal magnetism,” ‘‘electro-biology,” and 
the like, are capable of imitation by these means. This was 
already shown by Dr. Braid’s experiments; but, singularly 
enough, it has been customary to draw very opposite conclu- 
sions from his experience, While interest is still felt in the 
inquiry in Paris, it is very desirable that the physiological re- 
lations of the enforced action of the eyes on corresponding parts 
of the brain should be investigated. The whole series of pheno- 
meua incidental to catalepsy, epilepsy, hysteria, and induced 
coma, may be found to be connected with disturbance of the 
circulation at the base of the encephalon, which is, for the 
most part, so carefully guarded against by the anatomical 
arrangements of the beautiful circle of arteries to which Willis 
has given his name. Meanwhile, the comparative danger of 
inducing these forms of disease, or of administering chloroform, 
must be carefully weighed by experimenters. 
SYRIA FOR THE PHTHISICAL. 

Nice, Hy®res, Cairo, Naples, Ventnor, Torquay, Madeira, 
and Algiers receive each the sad tribute of consumptive 
sojourners, whom this foggy island sends forth, that they may 
“‘live and not die.” No one supposes that either of these locales 
is unexceptionable. Cairo is hot, dirty, and distant; Nice 
and Naples luxurious, expensive, and unhealthy; in Algiers 
—a place possessing eminent advantages— the nights are 
cold; and Ventnor is not always to be depended on. Yet 
there are some hundreds, even thousands, whose condition 
of life it is to wander from one of these sanitaria to another. 
In an admirable little book descriptive of Syria, Mr. Farley, 
lately British’ Consul, points out the many advantages of 
Beyrout as a residence for consumptive invalids. Its merits 


are, that while the climate is genial and the air exhilara- | 


ting to a remarkable degree, the temperature is unvarying, 
end consequently the invalid can take out-door open exercise 
almost every day in the year ; besides this, the proximity of 
the Lebanon range enables the resident to avoid any ineon- 
venience which may be experienced by delicate organizations 
from the heat in July and August, the only two hot months in 
the summer season. In that beautifal region every climate 
may be obtained, from that of England to that of Siberia, and 
the scenery is of the highest order of natural beauty. The 
financial advantages of a residence in Beyrout are considerable : 
house rent and provisions are remarkably cheap, and it may be 
reached in eleven days for the sum of £30 ; the ion are 
civil and obliging, and property is said to be safer there than 
under the shadow of the Queen's palace in London. Thus 
Beyrout has many qualities to recommend it to the notice of 
patients and physicians, 


ApprointMENTs.—At a meeting of the governors of the 
London Hospital, held on the 23rd inst., J. Langdon H, Down, 
unanimously elected fourth assistant-phy- 


Correspondence. 


“Audi alteram partem.” 


SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION. 
(LETTER FROM MR, HENRY.) 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 


Srr,—In consequence of the prevalence of small-pox, the 
subject of vaccination has acquired an unusual interest ; and as 
anxiety with regard to its protective influence has been un- 
questionably occasioned by various letters which have appeared 
in The Times and other newspapers, I would beg to lay my 
ofan on the matter before the profession the medi 

Tae Lancer. 

Some assert the ency of the hylactic influence 
which it possesses; while others limit this protective power to 
certain variously-assigned periods, and, in consequence, advo- 
cate the — of revaccination as a remedy for the alleged 
defect. Now, suppose that, as has been asserted, the protec- 
tive influence of vaccination gradually declines, and eventually 
wears out, should we not reasonably expect to find that the 
number of cases of small-pox would increase progressively 
with the distance of time from the period of vaccination? This 
is, however, not the opinion of those who are best qualified to 
judge from their opportunities and experience. Many children 
take small-pox one, two, or three years after vaccination; nor 
do I believe that the first ten or fifteen years any pecu- 
liar immunity from the disease. This is, in , My own ex- 
perience, and that of many medical practitioners; althou 
the public in general may naturally have formed a very diffe- 
rent opinion, from the fact that the death of one adult would 
excite more observation and cause more alarm than a far more 
widely -spread mortality in children from the very same 


Jenner ascertained that the vaccine, though it protects the 
constitution from smail-pox, leaves it still, to a certain extent, 
tible of its own action. It is well known that persons 
who have been vaccinated, after resisting the strongest expo- 
sure to small-pox, have notwithstanding, on revaccination, ex- 
hibited perfect vaccine vesicles. 

Some assert that when the re-insertion of vaccine lymph in 
one who had been already vaccinated produces a well-marked 
vesicle, a proof is thereby obtained that the anti-variolous in- 
fluence worn out of the system, and that the individual 
had so become susceptible of small-pox. The inference is, 
however, very far from conclusive. By similar reasoning we 
should infer, that when vaccination succeeds in one who had 

viously had small-pox, this would be a direct proof of his 
iability to a second attack of this disease. 

With to the renewal of vaccine, which has ian 
suggested, I am strongly under the impression,—an is 
indeed, the opinion of the medical profession in general,—that 
the integrity of the lymph can be preserved, by a due selec- 
tion, for ever. 

Revaccination can be required only when doubts are enter- 
tained of the correctness of the first vaccination. Having, 
during a period of twenty-five years, vaccinated many thou- 
sand persons, both at the dispensary and in the course of pri- 
vate practice, I can state very decidedly that vaccination pro- 
tects the human constitution from the infection of small-pox, 
not merely for a few years, but for life. I have, unquestion- 
ably, seen small-pox after vaccination, but the disease was 
deprived of its sting; and I have never yet met with a single 
case which proved fatal under these circumstances. Numerous 
cases are on record of a recurrence of small-pox either through 
inoculation or casual infection after a supposed security from 
the disease; and such facts should silence the clamour which 
has been raised at the occurrence of small-pox after apparently 
successful vaccination. Cow-pox and small-pox may, to this 
extent, be alike fallible as protective agents. 

I would, however, beg to suggest, that practitioners should, 
as far as possible, review their early vaccinations, and wherever 
a doubt exists with regard to the correctness of any of them, 
to revaccinate, But with to the practice of a systematic 
revaccination, I feel not only persuaded of its inexpediency, 
but I should view sach a course of procedure with real appre- 
hension. I should greatly fear that it would prove injurious 
by causing less attention to be paid to the first vaccination, 
under the impression that any irregularity in it could be recti- 
fied at its intended repetition, 
operation 


i 
4 
— 
Ward, formerly resi- 
dent medical officer to the City of London Hospital for Dis- 
secretary to the Worcester Dis- | 
pensary.——J. . Searrab, M.D. Lond,, has been elected one | 
of the physicians to the Islington Dispensary, 
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nations, and the consequent failures which would result would | charge of the out-patients.of the above class; and it is intended 
leave persons, especially where proper vesicles had not been | that one (A) should do duty from Nov. 1860 to May 1861, and 
produced (as often happens), in a constant state of doubt and | again from Nov. 1861 to 1862; while the other (BR) is to 


Lam, Sir, your obedient servant, take the summer months of 1860 and ’61, and the winter 
Rosert Heyry, L. R.C.S8. Edin., months of 1862 and Neither of these gentlemen is eligible 
Pomeroy, Dec. 1859. Medical Officer of the Pomeroy Dispensary. | for re-election. 
land, and they must not be connected with any other i 
(LETTER FROM MR, G. CLEVELAND. ) school, or with any hospital to which a medical school is 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. attached. 
Sin, —Hawi in Tax Lancer of the 26th ulti The effect of this arrangement will be, therefore, to induce two 
pers perused, timo, gentlemen to throw up any other a ents they may hold, 


some pa ing to Small-pox and Vaccination, I am in- ; : z 
t should you consider them worthy of insertion im your | }.ours’ hard wor ies 
‘ 8 out any emolument, and then to turned adrift, with 
ochial Public Vaccinator” in utterly repudiating the idea for, let the Council of King’s College say what that such 
of the necessity of Government inspection in order to ensure | , stigma will attach, of course most unjustly, in the minds of 
efficient vaccination, my opinion being that the present preva- the public to these unfortunate gentlemen. 
lence of small-pox is to be attributed, almost entirely, to the King’s College Hospital is at present, and will become even 
neglect, or non-performance of vaccination, rather than to its more so when rebuilt, an important establishment for the 
ag ge I therefore, secondly, concur in what | teaching of the student as well as for the cure of the sick; and 
r. Gore says, in the same number of Tur Lancer, only, if he | without doubt the council are perfectly right in any endeavour 
will allow me, I would substitute for his question—“ 18 | they may make to procure the best men for its officers. But is 
the cause of the failure of vaccination ?”—this, viz., What is this the way to do so? No one could object to their throwing 
the cause of the continued prevalence of small-pox ? and which open both senior and junior appointments to the whole world : 
I would answer as he does: ‘The principal one is the non- | tet them take the best man that is to be had; never mind 
ahesmest of the Vaccination Act, and non-enforcement of | whence he comes; but if once a pointed, surely he ought to 
es ties for non-compliance.” 1 cannot see that it is either | }.4)4 his appointment as long as he chooses, unless, indeed, he 
or yast te een fo mgaang of small-pox amongst the | prove y incompetent, or misbehave in some flagrant man- 
ner. But isthe Council doing this at the present time? I 
so-called Compuleory. Vaccination. Act of Government, has 
" ees intment made in the staff of the 
from ex- | Men who would have filled the chair with honour, and who 
ere they are allowed to please themselves whether they | could now have stepped. into Dr. Todd's shoes with credit, 
great discovery eaner is becom mistake was then committed, is it, therefore, to be perpetuated 
y to gratify the wishes of one influsntiel person? 
Hewever disagreeable it may be to inform against and pro- for a period which expires 
secute parties for non-compliance with the Act, it must come next May. Are they, too, to be dismissed? or, as rumour 
to this; and the sooner the Legislature devise some enactment | states, are they to be permitted to hold office for three years 
ext, longer, and then to be summarily cashiered 
better. ¥ must be the effect of such proceedings upon the 
I will only further occupy the space of your valuable journal fession at large, and upon King’s College men in parti 
by subjoining the statistics of a few cases of small-pox whic! Will any man of standing put himself in such a false position ? 
weve of in this | and will not the effect of such regulations be to w the 
of aber, January, April, r appointments into the hands of incompetent men, pro- 
Dece 


and May. There were thirty-seven cases in of 
thin ont all chi to learn themselves before they can be fit to teach others? No 


of various ages but one, who was an adult, and who died of | o¢cers that the junior appointments should be filled by men 
te The seen monet | whe ay te to rae bat tra 
Toon chil ~ that such feelings will meet with universal reprobation. 


under my notice of the protective influence of vaccination by ; ; King’s © ospital 
children who had been. vaccinated, and who escaped having 


pox prevailed, wr’ brethren to show, b i ae 
i , by refusing to become for of 
The fatal case, already alluded to, was the worst case of appreciate the spirit in 


small-pox I ever witnessed. It occurred in a remarkably fine : conducted which been lately 
young woman of twenty-two years of age, who really looked fellowed- that one is to dictate 
more like a mummy than anything else; and this unfortunate | what course is to be the scener we that we were 
creature also ve birth, previons to death, tow child, (i re King’s 


member rightly, at the period of utero-gestation,) which resent occasion 
was still-born, and which was fall of small-pox eruption. ient! 
1 am, Sir, your obedient servant, December, 1859. Aw Assoctate or Krxc's Cottece. 


Lowestoft, December, 1859. CLEVELAND, M.R.C.S, 


THE MEDICAL STAFF OF KING'S COLLEGE THE CASE OF DISPUTED LUNACY. 
HOSPITAL. To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
To the Editor of Tut Lancer. Stm,—In reference to the case alladed to in your j 
Siz, —An advertisement has appeared in the journals stating | the 17th instant, in which my name, as the father of the 
that “‘the Couneil of King’s College, London, are ready to | tunate Alfred Godfrey, is introduced, wherein it is stated 
receive applications from candidates for Lagi. peer auc he was forcibly conveyed to Bethlehem Hospital, where, 
i ren, at 


assistant-physician for diseases of women being detained twenty minutes, he was discharged as not 


King’s College Hospital ;’ and I think that the profession | for reception, I have the authority of Dr. Hood, of that hos- 
generally will be interested in knowing the partieulae of these pital, to state as the reason assi for his non-admission, 
intments. that they considered he had been wr 


t i to appoint t mst be, « hich, ing to their 
of the rhe months, w according to rules, 


fit 
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I have certificates of several eminent medical gentlemen, in- 
cluding one from the late Dr. Glover, (who was a writer to 
your valuable publication,) testifying to the i of my 
unfortunate son, and must beg you will retract you 
have previously written, in your next impression, as the facts 

I am, Sir, your most t servant, 
Goprrey Lazarus. 

Hermitage-place, St. John-street-road, Dec. 1859. 

*.* If the writer of this letter will take the trouble to refer 
to Tue Lancet of the 17th instant, he will see that we merely 
reproduced a newspaper report of an application to the magis- 
trate at the Clerkenwell Court, containing statements, which 
we had not seen contradicted, aud which were injurious to the 
character of the medical profession, We expressed a disbelief 
im those statements, and asked for a satisfactory explanation. 
Such an explanation was afforded by the letter from one of the 
certifying physicians, which we published last week.—Ep. L. 


STAFF-SURGEONS, R.N. 
T'o the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Str,—The new staff-surgeons in the navy are those who 
have served twenty years on full pay, ten years of which as 
ee They rank with surgeons-major in the army, and 


There are two great objections to the ion ‘* staff- 
omgoon ” as regards its meaning in the Naval Medical Warrant 
of the 13th May, 1859. ‘The first is, that it has been, and is 
now, in partial use in the navy with another meaning, and 
thus leads to confusion. The second is, that the term now has 
not the same meaning in the navy that it has in the army. 
The army staff-surgeon is under twenty years’ service, and ranks 
with a major; the navy staff-surgeon is over twenty years’ 
service, and ranks with a lieutenant-colonel. 

Why give the trouble of constantly having to explain the 
difference of meaning? Why not have the term “ surgeon- 
major” in the navy as well as in the army? Why withhold 
from the naval surgeon of twenty years’ service his proper and 
rightful designation? Why rob him, though in name only, of 
a step of rank? Naval medical officers have a perfect right to 
complete equality with army medical officers in the designa- 
‘tions given to the different ranks, as well as in everything 
else. Let the new staff-su R.N. (properly sargeons- 
major), apply to Sir John Liddell and to the Medical Council 
to take the proper steps to have their correct designation given 


to them. 
am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
December, 1859. Srarr-Sureson, 


Medical 


Royat Cottzce or Paysicians. — At the Comitia 
Majora, held co 22nd inst., the following gentlemen, hav- 
bers of the College :— 

Joun Francis pt Grave, M.D., Fetcham. 
Epwarp Lriveine, M.B., Park-terrace, High 
Joun Henry Bripers, M.B., Victoria-square, i 
At the Comitia Majora, held on the 28th inst., the following 
were admitted members of the College under the 
temporary bye-lawa :— 
Drewry Orrney, M.D., Pau, France. 
Hewry Crow Gurney, M.D., Nice, Sardinia. 
Rozserr Currron Foreman, M.D., Brighton. 
Joun Cuan ves Lory Marsu, M.D., Nottingham. 
Francis Wane, M.B., Birmi 
Fravycrs Sovran, M.B., Plymouth. 
Ames Davipson, M.D., H. M.S. Wellesley, Chatham. 
Cuartes Pacer Buaxe, M.D., Torquay. 
— M.D., Rochester. 
BERT D., Edinburgh. 
Owen M.D., Hull. 
Davin James M.D., Eastbourne. 
Joun Rocue O’Bayen, MD., Liverpool. 
Benjamin Kent, M.D., Lower Berkeley-street, 
Ricuarp Ourver, County Asylum, near 


Tuomas Evans, M.D., Gloucester, 

Bupp, M.D., Exeter. 

Joun Arraur Power, L.M. Cantab., Burton-crescent. 
Henry Fowre Surru, M.D., Whiteball-yard. 

James Murer M.D., Liverpool. 

Witiiam M.D., Wolverhampton. 

Rozert Dunpas Tuomson, M.D., York-terrace, Regent’s- 


park. 
Grorer Ricuarp Chelmsford. 
Tomas Apert Carter, M.D., Leamington. 
Joux SHortt, M.D., Great Russell-street, Blooms 
Gopwi Trams, M.D., Holles-street, Cavendi 


square. 
M.D., Chester. 

Barxey Tate, M.D., Nottingham. 
Franx, M.D., Manchester. 
Joun FitzPatrick, M.D., Red-hill, Surrey. 
Jouw O’Brien Muwer Barry, M.D., Tunbridge Wells, 
Biucuer Doiron, M.D., Upper Montague-st. 
James Bancuay Montcomery, M.D., Penzance. 
Duncan Mrnzizs, Elizabeth-terrace, Bayswater. 
ALEXANDER Nisget, M.D., Royal Hospital, Haslar. 
Epwakrp Coventry. 


Apornecarres’ following gentlemen passed 
their examination in the science and practice of medicine, and 
received certificates to practise, on 

Thursday, Decem’~ 22nd, 1859. 


Cumpstonr, Market Rason, Lincolnshire. 

Friern, Josrru Tuomas Foxrses, Cherry-garden-street, 
Bermondsey. 

Haywakrp, Joux Ropert Samvst, Lodway, near Bristol. 

Hovte, Ricuarp Evkanan, Heighington. 

Louspeyx, Hull, Yorkshire. 

Pout, Frank, Yalding, Kent. 

Pveu, Lewis, Bolgelian, 

Tepay, James, Eastwell, Melton Mowbray, 
Leicestershire. 

Trotrer, Cuarces Joux, Holmfirth, Yorkshire. 

Wiec, Taomas Carrer, London. 


The following gentlemen also, on the same day, passed their 
first examination :— 
Francis, Bridgwater, Somerset. 
Lomas, Heyry Wricut, Swinton-street, Gray’s-inn-lane. 
Owens, Hexry, Croydon, Surrey. 
Tanver, Roserr, Gloucester House, Ledbary. 
Jonn, Doncaster, Yorkshi 
(As Assistants. ) 

Barkway, Watter Freperick, St. Bartholomew's Hos- 


pital. 
Lows, Joun, 2, Clarence-street, Greenwich. 
Her Inpian Servicer. — The following 
tlemen were reported as qualified Assistant-Surgeons by the 
of Examiners in December, 1859 :-— 
A. R. Brorecure. 
Lroyarp Emanvet. Cc. R. G. Parker. 
G. W. Jameson. Jous Fro.uiorr. 
Hexry Cooxson. Hvuen 
Roserr W. Danres 
Ropert J. Henverr Tayror. 
Morr. R. A. ALLEYNE. 
J. G. Skarpon. Dantet Kearney. 
WILLIAMSON, 


Tue Prestpent or THE Acapemy or Mepicine oF 
Parts.-- M. Cloquet has been appointed i for 1 
vice M. Cruveilhier. The vice-president is M. Robinet. 

M. Geruer Baitsiere, the eminent medical publisher 
of Paris, brother to the London bookseller and publisher of the 
same name, has just died at Paris. 

Mancugster Royat or Mepictrne. — The 
annual distribution of prizes and certificates to students in the 
above school, took place on Dec. 14th, in the lecture theatre of 
the Royal Institution : — Prizes for third -year's students : 

ip, value £20, no award; first prize, value £5 5s., 
Mr. J Bancroft, Stretford; second, £3 3s., Mr. William 


MEDIGAL NEWS. SY 
h- 
Stanfield, Dukinfield; third, £2 Mr. William L. 
Macclesfield. —Sccond-year’s students: Scholarship, value £15, 
| Mr. John Cockcroft, Middleham, Yorkshire ; first prize, £5 5s., 
Mr. ae H. Barlow, Manchester; second, £3 3s., Mr. 
Daniel J. Hulme. —First-year’s students: Scholarship, 
| value Herbert Grove Eee, Thame, Oxfordshire; firet 
671 
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prize, £5 5s., Mr. George Hunstone, Broughton; second, 
£3 3s., Mr. James Allen, Macclesfield; third, £2 2s., Mr. 
Bath. C. Smart, Greenheys; fourth, £1 Is., Mr. A, F. Pen- 
nington, Warrin —Prize for Animal Physi : Mr. Jas. 
Yates, Oldham.—Certificates of Merit for first-year’s students : 


Mr. Frederick J. Roberts, Hulme; Mr. Arthur Kidd, Chorl- 
ton-upon-Medlock; Mr. Robert Paton, Manchester.—Certiji- 
cates of Honour: Messrs. Wm. N. Hughes, 


Robt. Paton, John 


ry, Geo. Hunstone, John Holt, Wm. Hoyle, T. P. Dean, 


. Bancroft. 

H. Emmett, Hiram Utley, W. H. Barlow, J. G. Nicholson, 
Wm. Hoyle, Robt. Jones, W. J. Hunt, John Guest, Frederick 
Folkes, Martin, J. R. Brumwell, Jas. Howson, Thomas 
Tweedale, Wm. Bird, Wm. Folkes, John Willett, Barth. C. 
Smart, Geo. tony gt oe, John Anderton, Geo, Newton, John 
Cockcroft, Thos. T. Ker, E. R. Lever, Abraham Leach, J. W. 
Morris, H. C. Boutflower, John Watson, Samuel Raines, 
Dennis Meany, Herbert Lee, and J. Hollinworth. 


Dr. Livinestone’s Persrverance.—The Birkenhead 
steam launch having proved a failure, Dr. Livingstone has 
sent home orders for the construction of another, at an esti- 
mated cost of £2000. This cost Dr. Livingstone proposes to 
defray out of his own pocket, from the means set aside for his 
children out of the profits of his travels. ‘‘ The children must 
make it up themselves” was in effect his expression in sending 
the order for the appropriation of the money.—Liverpool Mer- 
cury. 

‘Heatth or Lonpon THE WEEK ENDING 
Saiurpay, Dec.*24ru.—The cold weather, which set in with 
severity on the 11th inst., and continued till near the middle 
of last week, has produced an increase of mortality. The 
deaths in London were 1548 in the week that ended last Satur- 
day. Within the period to which reference is made the mean 
weekly temperature of the air fell 12°. In the ten years 
1849-58 the average number of deaths in the weeks correspond- 
ing with last week was 1155; but as the deaths returned for 
last week occurred in a population that has increased, they 
should be com with the average raised in p ion to 
the increase—viz., with 1270. The result is, that 278 persons 
died last week who would have survived if atmospheric condi- 
tions had not been in a less degree than usual favourable to 
health. The births of last week exceeded the deaths in the 
same period by only 220. The deaths from pulmonary dis- 
eases, exclusive of phthisis, rose from 279 in the previous week 
to 430 in the week that ended last Saturday. This latter num- 
ber exceeds the corrected average by 152. Bronchitis was fatal 
to 260 persons, pneumonia to 135, asthma to 24. The deaths 
from phthisis rose in the last two weeks from 134 to 186. 
Small-pox carried off 37 persons, 15 being adults ; scarlatina 85, 
diphtheria 14. 
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Roya. Frex Hosprtat.—Operations, 2 
Muzrrorourtan Faure Hosprrar. — 
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2 p.m. 

Guy's Hosrrtat.—Operations, 1} 

Wrsruinster Hoserrat.—Operations, 2 
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Operations, 1 

Lowponw Hosrrrau.—Operat 1} Pm, 

Great Hosritat, Kine’s Cross.— 

P.M. 
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Election of Officers. — Dr. Levison, “On some 
Phenomena of the Nervous Life of Animalcules.” 

Kuve’s Mepican Socity.— 8 p.m. 

Clinieal sod ic gat 
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St. Hosritat.—Operations, 1} 
P.M. 
Kave’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1} 
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in the World. 
Go Correspondents. 


Mr. James A. Mc Donagh.—There may be some truth in the statement made 
by our correspondent. The case he has related would appear to be an illus- 
tration of its correctness. As a general rule, however, we believe that the 
members of the profession are not liable to the imputation. No doubt mis- 
takes are occasionally made ; but it would be unwise at the present moment 
to foster a prejudice which has become general amongst the public. The 
safety of society demands that there should be full confidence placed in the 
members of an honourable profession. 
Hopeless shall receive a private note if he will forward his address. There is 
not the slightest ground for alarm. Avoid the advertising quacks. 
Chepstow.—1, He can recover for medical attendance, provided there be no 
bye-law of the College to which he belongs which prohibits him from doing 
80,—2. He is fully qualified to take a pupil.—3. No time has yet been an- 
nounced for the next meeting of the Medical Council, 
Preston Guardian.—Is there any proof that the paragraph was inserted either 
at the request or with the knowledge of the gentlemen named? If not, it 
would be ungenerous and unjust to attack them. It would be equally unjust 
and ungenervus to publish the statement sent to us, inasmuch as the writer 
has omitted to attach his name and address to the communication. 
Dr. Haldane.—We shall be happy to publish the lists if they are sent to us 
regularly. 
Ws cannot insert the letter of Viator in answer to the one by Messrs. Vers- 
mann and Oppenheim published in our last impression. “Viator” states 
that “he had not read the pamphlet of those gentlemen when he wrote the 
letter to Taz Lawcer.” 
Delta.—Though opposed to the “prize system,” we cannot see that Dr. Ban-, 
croft is to be publicly criticized for the paragraph which appeared in the 
Nottingham Journal of the 23rd instant, An individual is not responsible 
for the consequences of a vicious system. 
C. C. C.—The communication was received, but its publication declined. 
A Physician has omitted to enclose his name and addtess in confidence. We 
cannot publish or notice any communication relative to circumstances 
alleged to be facts, unless authenticated by the writer. 
Dr. Fenwick, (Montreal.)—Cloth covers for all the volumes can be obtained, 
price 2s, each. 
M.2.C.S. Eng.—It has been decided in the inferior courts that he cannot. 
Ly consequence of the great pressure upon our space in the present number, 
we are reluctantly compelled to postpone the publication of several papers 
and answers to numerous correspondents until next week. 
Communications, Lerrens, &c., have been received from—Mr. Pitman, Stock- 
port; Mr. Taylor; Mr, H, W. J. Ellis, Crowne Hall, Bawtry; Dr. Murray ; 
Mr. Bigg; Dr. C. J. B. Aldis; Mr. Kesteven; Mr. Steele, ; Dr. 
W. Webb, Wirksworth, Derbyshire; Mr. Canton ; Mr. Osborne; Dr. Henry 
Thompson; Mr. Ransom, Darlaston, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Lister, Little- 
boro’, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Wilding, Montgomery; Mr. Lansdowne, Bristol 
General Hospital; Mr. Gould, Wateringbury; Mr. Cockcroft, Lancaster, 
(with enclosere;) Mr. Berry, Leyland, (with enclosure ;) Mr, Cadge, 
Norwich; Mr. Herbert, Bedworth, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Thomas, Lianfair ; 
Mr. Jones, Dolgelly, (with enclosure;) Messrs. Argles, Son, and Stonham, 
Maidstone; Mr. Neale, Ringwood Union; Mr. Gowan, Haverstock-hill, 
(with enclosure ;) Mr, Wraith, Over Darwen, (with enclosure ;) Mr, Jowers, 
Brighton, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Strong, Stoke Courcy; Mr. Woodward, 
Worcester ; Mr. Morris, Clun, (with enclosure ;) Dr. Hope, Litherland, (with 
enclosure ;) Dr. Lewis, Bradford, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Henry Thompson ; 
Messrs. Thyhe and Pughe, Bala, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Jones, Eckington, 
(with enclosure ;) Dr. Campbell, Oban, (with enclosure ;) Mr, Greenshields, 
Douglas, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Dunlop, Bushmills, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
Metealfe, Istcham, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Landwith, Hull; Mr. Pearson, 
Maidstone; Isle of Wight Incorporation, (with enclosure ;) Weston-super- 
Mare Dispensary, (with enclosure ;) U. U., Higham Ferrers, (with enclosure ;) 
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